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U.S. military: Beaches reopen at Camp Pendleton as Marines continue training. A7 
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Recruiting turns to tech amid virus 


By Erika I. Ritchie 
eritchie@scng.com 
@lagunaini on Twitter 


Struggling in the tight new 
coronavirus market to find a re- 
placement for his lost pizza de- 
livery job, Anthony Hernan- 
dez switched gears entirely and 
headed to the Marine Corps Sta- 
tion in Lake Forest. 

Since he was 8, he said, he 
dreamed of becoming a Marine 
and serving his country. 

But a large Psalms 23:4 tattoo 


on his forearm fell too low in the 
Marine’s “violation zone” — the 2 
inches above the wrist. 

“At first, they told me I could 
get a waiver, and I thought I was 
good to go,” the 20-year-old Ir- 
vine resident said. “Then they 
told me the tattoo was a dis- 
qualifier. I was extremely disap- 
pointed. 

“T always wanted to earn the ti- 
tle of Marine, I looked up to that.” 

A couple of hours later, Her- 
nandez got a call from Sgt. Na- 
thaniel Hardin about Army op- 


portunities. The Marine recruiter 
had given the Army recruiter a 
call. 

Hernandez, who now sees him- 
self as more of a soldier, signed up 
for the infantry with hopes of go- 
ing to Airborne School. 

“The goal isn’t to compete, but 
to help people looking to serve in 
the military,” Hardin said. 

In fact, most recruit stations 
include all service branches in 
one location so candidates can 
see what best suits their goals. 
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Marine Staff Sgt. 
Bob Mose, left, 
and Sgt. Michael 
Castillo use 
phones, laptops 
and social media 
to reach those 
considering 
military careers 
at the Marine 
Corps Recruiting 
Substation South 
Bay last week. 
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Flags are displayed at Castaways Park in Newport Beach on Sunday. The annual Memorial Day Field of Honor was scaled 
down this year because of the coronavirus pandemic. 


HONORING FALLEN 
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Orange County: With coronavirus social distancing, organizations get creative 


By Susan Christian 
Goulding 
sgoulding@scng.com 
@scgoulding on Twitter 


This Memorial Day, Ameri- 
cans are in the midst of fight- 
ing an invisible foe in their 
own backyards. 

Unlike traditional con- 
flicts, the battle does not in- 
volve boot camp and bar- 
racks, nor bullets and bombs. 
And while people may be sick 
of their homes, at least they’re 
not homesick from thousands 
of miles across an ocean. 

Today we honor the brave 
men and women who have 
sacrificed their comforts, 
their safety and their lives to 
serve our country. 

As with everything else, 
the coronavirus pandemic has 
changed the shape of Memo- 
rial Day this extraordinary 
year. 

In normal times, local chap- 
ters of the Veterans of Foreign 
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David Greenberg poses for his wife, Jodi, at Castaways Park in Newport Beach on Sunday. 
The coronavirus pandemic has forced organizations to cut back on ceremonies this year. 


PANDEMIC 


Holiday 
crowds 
trigger 


warnings 


Officials say beachgoers, others 
disregarding social distancing 
rules could cause virus surge 


By Curt Anderson and Brian Mahoney 
The Associated Press 


ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. » The Memorial Day week- 
end marking the unofficial start of summer in 
the U.S. meant big crowds at beaches and warn- 
ings from authorities Sunday about people disre- 
garding the coronavirus social distancing rules 
and risking a resurgence of the scourge that has 
killed nearly 100,000 Americans. 

Meanwhile, the White House broadened its 
travel ban against countries hard hit by the vi- 
rus by saying it would deny admission to foreign- 
ers who have recently been in Brazil. 

Sheriff’s deputies and beach patrols tried to 
make sure people kept their distance from oth- 
ers as they soaked up the rays on the sand and 
at parks and other recreation sites around the 


country. 
In the Tampa area along Florida’s Gulf Coast, 
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Vaccine race: Hope but 
with a dose of caution 


By Teri Sforza 
tsforza@scng.com 
@terisforza on Twitter 


The feverish race is on: More than 100 coro- 
navirus vaccines are in development. 

The stock market grew giddy because eight 
people — eight — showed signs of antibodies 
that can block infection. 

Officials vow to deliver a safe, effective vac- 
cine at “warp speed,” backed by some $10 bil- 
lion of public and private funding. 

Many are optimistic that a vaccine will even- 
tually take the bite out of COVID-19 — and hope 
is good right about now — but even at warp 
speed, vaccines take time. Sometimes decades. 
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